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SUPERIOR COURT OF WASHINGTON FOR PIERCE COUNTY

Plaintiff,
vs.

COLIN PATRICK DUDLEY,
Defendant.

DOB: 10/18/1982

STATE OF WASHINGTON CAUSE NO. 20-1-02383-5

DECLARATION FOR DETERMINATION OF
PROBABLE CAUSE

(ADPC)

     LISA WAGNER declares under penalty of perjury:

        That I am a deputy prosecuting attorney for Pierce County and I am familiar with
the police report and/or investigation conducted by the PIERCE COUNTY SHERIFF,
incident number 2024000743;

        That the police reports and/or investigation provided me the following information;

        That in Pierce County, Washington, on or about the period between August 25,
2020 and August 26, 2020, the defendant, COLIN PATRICK DUDLEY, did commit the
crime of Murder in the First Degree.

On August 27, 2020, Marie Smith contacted the Pierce County Sheriff's Department to
file a missing person report regarding her 33-year-old daughter, victim  Kassanndra
Cantrell. Ms. Smith reported that her daughter had been missing for two days. She was
last known to be home alone around 7:00 AM August 25th, 2020 when Ms. Smith left for
work.  Kassanndra subsequently did not show up for a pre-natal doctor's appointment
on August 26th.  It was reported that Kassanndra did not have any mental health issues,
no suicidal ideations, no drug or alcohol abuse issues, and that her not notifying anyone
for two days was out of character.

Ms. Smith told a detective that her daughter did not currently have a boyfriend. She did
mention a previous boyfriend named "Colin" with whom the victim still maintained a
friendly relationship.  She said that they would sometimes go to dinner or to movies. 
Ms. Smith did not know Colin's last name, but thought he lived in Tacoma.  "Colin" was
later identified as defendant COLIN PATRICK DUDLEY.  Detectives learned that the
defendant lived at a residence in the  3500 block
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COLIN PATRICK DUDLEY--20-1-02383-5     --3597285

of South K Street, and further learned that he drove a 2017 Chevy Colorado.  A
detective determined that the last known phone ping location for the victim's phone was
on August 25, 2020 at 1245 hours. The phone pinged 2.28 miles south of the Vashon
tower.  The detective learned that Point Defiance Park in Tacoma is approximately 2.28
miles from the tower location at the South end of Vashon island.  

A detective spoke to one of the victim's friends, A.M. who was supposed to meet the
victim at her pre-natal doctor's appointment. A.M. told the detective  that the doctor's
appointment was for 1:45 PM on Wednesday August 26, but the victim never showed
up.  A.M. said that the victim was happy about being pregnant. The detective asked
A.M.  if she knew who the father of the child was, and she said it was someone that the
victim previously dated and with whom she maintained a relationship. The detective
asked if that person's name was Colin and she said yes. The detective asked how Colin
felt about the pregnancy and she replied that the victim initially did not want to tell Colin
because he did not want children. Colin had reportedly made a statement before when
they were dating that if any girlfriend of his got pregnant and wouldn't get an abortion,
he would sue to get full custody just to spite the mother for having the child. A.M. did not
know Colin's last name. She did believe that he had an anger problem before. A.M. also
did not believe that the victim had any mental health issues, suicidal ideations, or drug
or alcohol issues.

The victim's medical records show that the victim completed a urinary pregnancy test at
a medical facility on July 16, 2020. That test result was positive. The victim had an initial
visit with an obstetrician on July 29, 2020. During that visit she identified the defendant
as the father, although the notes from the medical records state, "Contraception: partner
had a vasectomy, so was not planning on getting pregnant....This pregnancy was not
planned. Patient is feeling overwhelmed. FOB supportive of pregnancy, but not planning
to be involved with raising child. He and mom are on good terms."  The victim also had
a follow-up visit on August 12, 2020.

Detectives canvassed the neighborhood where the victim lived and found one neighbor
who had a video camera surveillance system that captured activity on the street out
front. Video footage from the surveillance system showed a white car matching the
description of the victim's car leaving the neighborhood with a single occupant driver at
8:32 AM on August 25.

On August 28, 2020 detectives attempted to contact the defendant at his residence in
Tacoma. There was no answer at the door, so they left business cards.  As they were
leaving, a neighbor asked if  they were looking for Rebecca and Colin.  This neighbor
said Rebecca was Colin Dudley's current partner, stating that they bought the house
together about 3 years ago and moved in. During a later interview the defendant
identified Rebecca as his wife, although reports also lister her as the defendant's
girlfriend.  Later in the evening one of the detectives received a call from the defendant.
The detective told him that he wanted to talk to him about the victim  because she had
been reported missing.  The defendant said he knew the victim, but had not seen her for
years and didn't know how he could help with anything.  He agreed to meet to be
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interviewed, and was subsequently interviewed at his residence the following day.

Early in the morning on August 29, detectives were notified that the victim's white
Mazda had been located in the 200 block of East 25th St by Tacoma Police.  There
were no occupants in the vehicle and the car keys were found on the center console. 
The trunk of the vehicle was checked, and nothing of evidentiary value was located. 
Shortly after the vehicle recovery a detective was advised by Marie Smith that the victim
had been calling and texting back and forth on August 19 with someone who had a
phone number that she did not recognize.  Ms. Smith provided that number to the
detective who realized that it was the same number that Colin Dudley identified as his.
The detective later confirmed that the number belonged to the defendant.  Based upon
this information the detective obtained a warrant for the defendant's cell phone records.
It was subsequently determined that the victim and defendant had communicated
repeatedly as far back as February, 2020.

Detectives then interviewed the defendant at his residence. He stated that he met the
victim at a Rocky Horror picture show where he was a director and she was a cast
member.   He said that he dated the victim for a couple of months before breaking up
with her sometime in 2006.  He was asked if he ever had any contact with the victim
after 2006, and he said the only other contact was in  2010 or 2011 when he saw her
working in  the mall.  He denied any other contact with the victim.  The
defendant  provided information about his employment, stating that he worked as a
chef, and he discussed his work hours.  When asked, he confirmed that he had been off
work on August 25.   He stated that on that day he went to Costco Business to get gas,
and then did his "spring cleaning."   He said that on the following day he took a bunch of
trash into work because he can use the dumpster there.  The rest of the day he took it
easy and got his bike repaired.  Detectives later learned that the defendant had actually
purchased items at the Costco store early in the morning on August 25. One of the
items he purchased was a large box of 50-gallon trash bags.

During the interview with the defendant, one of the detectives told him that they needed
to clear up some information that they heard from family and friends, telling him that it
was reported that the victim was ten weeks pregnant and that she was telling people he
was the father of the unborn child.  The defendant responded, "No. No way. Hell no". 
He was asked  if he was sure that he never got together with victim for a one-night
stand or a fling after they broke up, and he replied, "No, absolutely not". He was asked
why the victim would say that he was the father and he said he didn't  know.  One of the
detectives then reminded the defendant that he said he has had no contact with the
victim, and asked him if it would surprise him that his phone number showed up in the
victim's call/text records. He replied that it shouldn't have.  A detective asked the
defendant to confirm his phone number, which he did. This was the same number the
detective already had. Before leaving detectives seized the defendant's phone pursuant
to a search warrant.

On August 30, 2020 detectives viewed video surveillance footage from Sound Transit
that showed the victim's vehicle being dropped off at the 25th Street East location by a
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male subject wearing a fedora type hat and gloves. This occurred on August 25, 2020. 
That subject can be seen exiting the car and walking away.  The subject's physical
description is consistent with that of the defendant, who is listed as being 6'0", 280
pounds.  The subject eventually walked to the Pierce Transit parking garage.  Video
from the parking garage showed what appears to be the same subject walking to a truck
that was parked in the Pierce Transit garage. That truck was confirmed to be the
defendant's Chevy Colorado. Video showed that the truck had been driven into the
garage at approximately 8:15 a.m. on August 25.  A male exited the truck, removed a
mountain bike from the bed of the truck, and then rode away.  The truck remained
parked in the garage until the male subject wearing the fedora returned to it and drove
away several hours later.

A subsequent search of the defendant's phone revealed that the defendant did have the
victim listed as a contact, however he had her listed as "Velma."  The victim's mother
confirmed that the victim had previously dressed up as the TV cartoon character Velma
for Halloween.  The investigation revealed that the defendant sent a text to the victim on
the morning of August 25 at approximately 0849 hours.  Records showed that he turned
his phone off and on throughout that morning, so there were time periods on August 25
where detectives could not obtain  location data for the defendant's phone.  The records
do show that the defendant's phone was on and was registering at his house at 0941
hours on August 25.  The phone was turned off at 0956 hours and remained off until
1030 hours, which is when the defendant called his security company, ADT.  At 1053
hours, the defendant texted his girlfriend/wife, Rebecca, and told her "not to freak out" if
the ADT cameras were down, stating that the power was out.  

Examination of the victim's cell phone records showed that she traveled from her
residence to a location that was consistent with the defendant's residence in the early
morning hours of August 25.  Her cell phone and the defendant's cell phone both
appeared to be at the same approximate location consistent with his residence until
approximately 1140 hours at which time the defendant's device had no data usage
(possibly due to being powered down).  The victim's cell phone continued to generate
records showing it moving from the defendant's residence at approximately  1140 hours
on August 25.  Location data further showed that the phone  moved to a location
consistent with where the victim's vehicle was dropped off.  At approximately 1158
hours the victim's phone appears to leave the Pierce Transit Garage and it traveled to
the Owen Beach area of Point Defiance Park, which is where the phone data ends. 
Surveillance cameras in the area captured a truck appearing to match the defendant's
truck leaving the park just after 1300 hours. At approximately 1330 hours, the
defendant's phone came back online and appeared to be back at his residence. Law
enforcement dive teams later searched the waters near Owen Beach and recovered the
victim's cell phone.

On September 1, 2020 detectives, with the assistance of the FBI, searched the
defendant's residence.  During the search they located presumptive positive blood in
various areas of the basement of his residence.  Additionally, K-9 units trained in
locating human remains were run through the house and showed interest in various
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areas of the basement.  On September 22, 2020 detectives learned that location data
had been obtained from the defendant's truck that showed the truck traveling to a
location near the Chambers Bay treatment plant at 6:00AM on August 26.  The truck
remained stationary for approximately ten minutes at this location before moving again
and returning to the defendant's residence.  Based upon this new information detectives
searched that area and located human remains inside trash bags that had been thrown
over a steep hillside. The detectives observed a tattoo on the body that matched a
tattoo that the victim was known to have. The detectives also saw what appeared to
them to be stab wounds on the body. 

On September 23, 2020, the Pierce County Medical Examiner began the autopsy of the
body, which was in an advanced state of decomposition, and was mostly skeletonized.
There was no soft tissue left in the neck, chest, abdominal, or pelvic cavities; therefore,
the Medical Examiner was not able to confirm that the victim had been pregnant at the
time of her death.  The remains were positively identified as being those of victim
Cantrell by dental comparison. During the autopsy the Medical Examiner noted multiple
fractures on the victim's skull.  

     I DECLARE UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY UNDER THE LAWS OF THE STATE
OF WASHINGTON THAT THE FOREGOING IS TRUE AND CORRECT.
DATED: September 25, 2020.
PLACE: TACOMA, WA

/s/ LISA WAGNER
LISA WAGNER, WSB# 16718
Deputy Prosecuting Attorney
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